John Boccacino:

Hello, and welcome back to 'Cuse Conversapiodcast. I'm JohBoccacinoSenior Internal
Communications Specialist at SyracUsgversity.

Dino Babers:

When you havan opportunity to have a childyhat a gift,what a blessingAnd then yowget an

opportunity to raiseone, and not only dgou get an opportunity to raise yours, but when yougre

coach I think you get an opportunity, not necessaulyaise other people's children, but you do get an
opportunity to influence them. I'm a teacher by trade, having a profession where you canatinake

better and they can carry that through generations is something that excites me. I've always wanted to
be a teacher, and wheyou tiea definition of a coach is just a teacher that teaches athletics or a very
specific sport, and | think that's always been my calling and something I've always wanted to do.

John Boccacino:

Our guests today on this Father's Dhgmed 'Cuse Conversatiopsdcast is théneadcoach of the
Syracuse Universifpotball team, hisname is Din@abers. You know him welile's a charismatic,
energetic leader of our footbalkam. Dino, weappreciate yoyoining uson the podcast, how are you
doing these days?

Dino Babers:
I'm doing good, John, thank yéar inviting me.

John Boccacino:

It's ourpleasure, anas you could tell by the intrave're doing a really specitpic here,Father's Day,
and | want to ganto you and youfootball team, andyou always preach family, the value of being a
family with our football team. Why is that important to yoand how doyou try to embodythat with
ourteam?

Dino Babers:

Well, I think the game of footballhere's somany members, | have 104 stepsons on the footiealin,
andthere's so manynembers that you have to operate infamily atmosphere. And | think everybody
has an understanding @fhat family's all about, and basexdf of that foundation we tryto make it grow
andwe try to makeit better. The one thing | tetheseyoung menall the time is that these guys that
you're playing footbalwith, they maynot be your brothers, but they're just like your brothers, and

when youget marriedsome of these guys are going to be in your wedding. They may not be your best
men, but they're going tdoe inyour wedding party, and weeed totreat it like that. It's a special,
specialsituation, it's a special, special gani@gtball, and tobe around so mangifferent individuals
striving to do






John Boccacino:

You've prided yourself, and so as the footlb@#im, onhaving a strong relationship witvMF and our
military connected students, and our great resources rar8yracuse's campugou have a personal tie
to the military. Your father, Luthexyas inthe Navyfor more than 20 years. How digbu first develop an
affinity for the military base@n your father andhisservice time?

Dino Babers:

Wegrew up, | grew up on military bases, and wimeyrdad startedo move up and rank and stuff you'd
have an option of whetheyouwanted to live in town or live on the base, ann@lmost seems like he
would alternateback andorth. He probably had a reason fiby but he's passedway, I'mnot quite sure
what that reason was. But it really makes ymderstandwhenyou're growingup in the sixties and the
seventies, andhere's certain things that are goiran on military bases that's not going onthe real
world, you're not having amssuewith what water fountainyou want to drinkout of inthe sixties when
you'reon a military base, everybody drinks out the same water fountain, ffeencan go through the
gates and go into town and ydaetter know exactly what watdiountainyou're going to drink out of.

Dino Babers:

So we used to have what we called base rules and town rules, and as a young person, and I'm talking
about 6, 7, 8, 9 years of age, you had to know the difference and you had to make sure your brothers
and sisters knew the difference as well.

John Boccacino:
How canyou describéhe relationshipyou had with your father?

Dino Babers:

I'll tell youexactly what | told my football team, | sé&8% of all the good in me came from my dad, and
50% of all the bad from me canfirem my dad. You can learn from both situations, you loak at a
situation and say, that's exactiyhat | want to do withmy son or my daughteAnd you caralso look at

a situation and go, when | get my opportunity, that's not what I'm going to do with my son and my
daughter. Both are learning experiences, ymed to take the positive out dfoth.

John Boccacino:

I've read some stories about your relationship with ydad, and did want totalk, if you don't mind,
about discipline anthow, | hear there's story about making your bed that really taught you a valuable
life lesson.

Dino Babers:
Yeah, he camm and he showeds, first of all he showed us how to make a bed, and then









can beachieved.



Well Dino, before | let yogo,it's hard to believebut we're less tharthree months away from the start
of the football season, Louisville coming to the Loud Houssapiember 3rd. What makes you so
excited about this team comingp this year?

Dino Babers:

I'm excited about where weouldgo withthis. Thiss the toughest schedule we've ever had, adhdlt's
awesome, wavouldn't have it any otheway. But | really think thiam's coming together, I'm excited
about the new coaches, our new special teams coach, our new quarterback coach, our new offensive
coordinator tight endccoach, and I'm excited about theew attitude. | really think the culture's good, |
really think the young men have bought in, ahéy're ready todo something different. Five and seven
last year wasit's almost okay, but | think they're ready to do something differamd see if they can't
surprisesome people.

John Boccacino:

You have a lot of great opportunities ot of great home games tgo out andcheer onthe Orange this
fall in, again, the JMA Wireless Doréno, you have beea treat to haveon the podcast, | really
appreciate you makinthe time. HappyFather's Day, andnjoy yourself on theecruiting road.

Dino Babers:

John, thank you so much, this has besvesome. | wish | could duuff like this all theime, but | am
busy,but Happy Father's Day back at you as well.

John Boccacino:

Thanks for checking out the latest installment of the 'Cuse Conversations podcast. My name is John
Boccacino, signing off for the 'CuSenversations podcast.
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