
John Boccacino: 



In your humble opinion, what is it about Holidays at Hendricks that makes it such a special celebration? 
We have alumni that will come 



John Boccacino: 

What was it like for you the first time that you stood as the artistic director of how it is at Hendricks? 
What kind of things hit you at that moment? 

Peppie Calvar: 

Oh my gosh. What am I getting myself into here? This is actually my 10th Holidays at Hendricks, and the 
amount the show has grown since my arrival here in 2013 is just... I mean, there have just been 
improvements from one end to the other. When we started out, it was just the Hendricks Chapel Choir. I 
invited the University Singers, because they're the university's flagship choral ensemble, and we 
collaborated with the Syracuse University Brass Ensemble directed by James Spencer, for a great many 
years. That was established for quite a while prior to my arrival. We've since shifted away from the 
Syracuse University Brass Ensemble to put more of a spotlight on our student instrumental 
organizations, namely, the Symphony Orchestra and the Schiff Jazz Ensemble. 

Since then, we've incorporated all of our larger Setnor choirs and we've turned it into a major showcase 
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with this pandemic. If anything, it's intensified, because we need to really be there for each other. I love 
the idea of spreading the light, taking it from Hendricks Chapel, going out into the world 





need to do to put on their best performance? What it is that they need to do as composers so that 
performers can put on their best performance? It's a thrill ride. I love the rollercoaster. 

John Boccacino: 

I do want to shift gears briefly before we close off here. There have to be some passions of yours that 
are outside of the musical realm. What are some hobbies you've got that you like to do in your free 
time? 

Peppie Calvar: 

I love being outdoors, particularly in Central New York, particularly in the summer and fall 



University and Hendricks Chapel. My last question for you is one I've been dying to ask, but I wanted to 
save this towards the end. What's the story behind your nickname of Peppie? 

Peppie Calvar: 

Peppie is a nickname. I'm José Calvar III. My grandmother, my dad's mom, insisted that my name be 
José, so that's my name. But my mom did not want me to be named José. So, every José, well, the 
nickname for José is Pepe. She didn't want me to be Pepe either. So, she put Peppie, P-E-P-P-I-E, pretty 
much on me at birth without putting it on my birth certificate. I've been called Peppie by everybody ever 
since. Except for the DMV and the bank. Honestly, I think that José in Italian is, Signore Boccacino, is 
Giuseppe. So, Giuseppe short is Peppe, [inaudible 00:29:40]. 

John Boccacino: 

See, we try to educate our audience and share some insights into our guests that go beyond just their 
title. I love the candor you've given us during this conversation. It's been a fantastic time chatting with 
Peppie Calvar, the artistic director of Holidays at Hendricks. He does so much more for us as an 
associate professor and assistant director of the choral activities. Make sure you follow along the 
Hendricks Chapel website for information on getting your tickets for Holidays at Hendricks on Sunday, 
December 4th. Guaranteed to be a thrill and a crowd pleaser inside of Hendricks Chapel. Peppie, thank 
you for the time and best of luck with your travels and we can't wait to see in a couple weeks for the 
performances. 

Peppie Calvar: 

[Italian 00:30:21], Signore Boccacino. 

John Boccacino: 

Thanks for checking out the latest installment of The 'Cuse Conversations Podcast. My name is John 
Boccacino, signing off for The 'Cuse Conversations Podcast. 
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