John Boccacino:

Hello andwelcomeback tothe 'Cuse Conversations Podcast. I'm JBbocacinoSenior Internal
Communications specialist at Syracuse University.

Gretchen Coleman:

I'm reallycurious, and this comes kind iy past backgroundorking inelections as well, is theoter
information side of things or the voter education piece essentially because wetlhaveter ID laws
andwhile | wish that we could change them, that will takeouple of election cycles to hopefully fix.



Gretchen Coleman:

So | definitely owe all the credit to theenter for Fellowshipnd Scholarship Advising at Syracuse. So |
was working withJolynn from CFSA as early asfraghmanyear to apply for a buncbf different

awards, but more than just applying to get scholarshipsfefidwships and that kindf a thing,

working withCFSA really helped me kind



run elections arewhich a lot of them are rumery well and we have full reason to be abldrigst in
elections,but the fact of the robustness of an electidsn't going to convincpeople to trust it.

It is a moredeeply rootedthing that you could be influenced by family membdxg,a politicaleader
that youlike, by misinformation. And if that sits with you, that's the reason yogiag to trust your
distrust in election. So | think when we figure out howgtt people to buy into electionsye have one,
have the really good research out theesay that this is an electioyou should trust. All of that is
really important, but we should recognize that that's al@ven't going to do it. We have tbave some
level of,l guess, empathfor people who have misinformation aboatections toget them to trust it as
well.

John Boccacino:

What else did yoleam from talking to students and the rest of your research base about what maybe
manifests when people think about electioesults anchot beingcompletely accuj 0 Tustn 1.0 isc



Gretchen Coleman:

I'm reallycurious, and this comes kind iy past backgroundorking inelections as well, is theoter
information side of things or the voter education piece essentially, because we have thélvdders
andwhile | wish that we could change them, that widlkke a couple of electiorycles to hopefully fix.
But in the meantime we have people wheed to be able to get to the polls and cast their ballot and
make their voices heard\nd key tathat ismaking sure that people are awaretbge ID requirements.
Soif they have an ID, they can bringwith them to the polls, but alsd they don't have an ID that they
know about their options to be able to get an ID. For example, itJtkéf youdon't haveanID, you can
apply for a free voter authorization certificate or something like that.

But sofew peoplehave appliedor them so faithat that's not going to end up enfranchising the people
who need to be able to get out there and make their voice he&mt so | really think that it is on the
government and it's on political parties and it's on anyone who has a siaketting people out to vote

to bridge that information gap and to let people know about their optiond s andall of that. And

that's not exactly what I've been seeing. | think that there are going to be some gaps in who is letting
people know about thaew voter IDrequirements. And that's kind of the angleat I'm coming at this
with.

John Boccacino:

And thenwith the fact that you areagain, over irthe United Kingdom at the University of Manchester
with elections comingip in May, how dgou planon boots on the ground studying the election lead-up
and then theaftermathto pertain back to your research?

Gretchen Coleman:

Sostill trying to finalize the methods a littleit, but I'm really curious in kind of analyzing the actual
materials that are beingut out to let people know about ID requirementghether that's a

government website or social media or mailers senpeople's houses, people who don't have access
to the internet, trying to figure out exactly what's feasible for meatwalyze. It'll definitelype looking at
that. In terms of election day itself|l be putting on a slightly different hand I'll actually get the
chance to be an electioobserver for the election. Thereés organizatiorin the UKcalledDemocracy
Volunteers that organizethis huge domestielection observation effortSo I'll get to go for:00AM to
10:00 PM or whateveit is on election day, runningroundto as many different polling places as | can
to collect data foithat organizatioron how these polling placese being run. And they'rgoing toput
that into a report to talk about how the UK could impraweir elections.

John Boccacino:

It's fascinating and I'm so happy yog#t a chance to bagain there on the ground to take all this in,
to contribute, to put your research into practice. | just want to get a sense, do you have any inclination...
| know our country, there could be a lot of voter apathy sometimes, especially at thddeekd where






itself, the people that you have running elections, your secretary of states in many states or even your
county clerks arall elected. They're partisan leaders waie in chargef running electionsEven when

| was a pollvorker in lllinois, it wasne ofthosepeople running the polls on electiatay andthey

wanted tohaveone Democrat and one Republicerevery precinct because it was a really partisan
atmosphere. And that's just something thatisthinkable to people in the Ulthere they have this big
nonpartisan watchdog group in charge running elections.

John Boccacino:

Now | know mention yomentioned,Gretchen, that this dissertation, again studying and comparing the
voter ID laws in the United States and the United Kingdom, tla¢isone part of your master's
experienceWhat else are you trying tget out of your experience over the United Kingdom? What
aresome of the other classes you're taking drv elsedo you hope taadvance yourself holistically
throughthis experience?

Gretchen Coleman:

Another goal that | had for my academic prograsas a focus on quantitative skills. That's something
that a lot of people pushed me to do Syracuse and | probably should have done and just never really
got the chancdecause | was gast so wrapped up in loving my politigatilosophy degreeBut | really
wanted toget that kind of quantifiable applicatic political scienceSol definitely have beeseeking

that out. I'm learning [inaudibl®0:16:16], whichs a little bit over my headt times, but I'm really glad

to beembracing that. Doing some of the more nitty-gritty data analysis.

John Boccacino:

How do youwvant to usethis moving forward? What are your caregoals ancambitions off ofthis
program and thigine of research?

Gretchen Coleman:

| have for the past couple years, begaally interested in anythingelated to election administration
andgetting morepeople out to vote. So I've been trying to explore that from a |ditférent angles.
And thenthrough this master's degree, | really loved doing the resesia of things. Ando now I'm
hoping to combine those moving forward into my careedo someelection policy researclso looking
at new election laws and how wuldfix election laws so they atess discriminatory, more
representative of thgeople. Andhen doing the policy research to shape those laws iafarm policy
makers ultimatelyhopefully advocating tget thoselaws passed and implemented.

John Boccacino:

You really arsocloseto so many other different countries and yget a chance¢o studyand hear
what's happening. Anthcluded in this ishe Europearinion and NATO. Angbu recently were part of
a really cool seminar as part of Fulbright whgoei got to go to BrusselS.ell our audience a little bit
about that experience andhat that was all about.

Gretchen Coleman:

So | just got back from Brussels a cougagsago andt was the most amazing adult fietdp

essentially that | think yooould ever possibly go on. So it was organizgthe Fulbright Commissian
Belgiumand Luxembourg and theivited people representing other countries with Fulbright grants all
across
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Europe which fortunately for arEU focused seminathey decidedo include peopldrom the UK even

in the post-Brexit era. Was very grateful for thBasically tookis around togo meet with leaders and
ambassadors, embassfficialsfrom a bunch of different organizations who grart of the EU or NATO.
Sowe went and saw people from the US missions to the EU and NATO, went to the European Court of
Justiceto go hear a casargued, whiclwas a fascinatingxperience.

Just all of those kinds of things packed ifdgor days.And what wasalso really cool is tmeet the other
Fulbrighters from acrogsurope as well because everydmes some kinaf uniqueresearch angle that
they're pursuing odoing really cooleaching work irtheir countriesandit was really cool to connect
with them and to sedwow Fulbright hashaped their experiences as well.

John Boccacino:
What do you think it was about yourself, your reseaacitl your candidacy that stood out toerit this?

Gretchen Coleman:

So when they were inviting Fulbrightarsthe UK to apply for this and tmake ourcase that they

should select us tgo, it was a callback to all the dayhen | was working oall these fellowship
applications at [inaudibl®0:19:06]. | had to put it together in just a couple of days, so grateful for those
skills. But it helps me refleon what | wasoping to get, nojust with that specific seminar but also the
global perspective morbroadly.Becausd'm usually so focuseohn US electionssometimes it'seally
easyto forget how much yowan learn from how other countries run elections.

And so that's something that | keepminding myself to devith the UK and'm fortunate to be able to
dowith my dissertation. And then for this semirlagot to think more



print it out and put it inthemselvesthey don't like the fact that thehave to print it out. And think
there's a lot ofdistrust there.

And so | think as we'rihinking about electiomeform in theUS we have to think both about what is
statistically, logically, factually going to resulaimoretrustworthy election, but also what do people
actually trust in practice? Anate have to kind of bridge those twihings because weeed tohave well
run electionsWe also have to maksure that people just innately trust in the resuéts well. | guess
what I'm seeing inerms ofthe administration oklectionsand how similathey are, even though | think
that what it looks likevhenyou show up to theolls onpolling day might look pretty different between
the US and the UK.

Even the source for my research of having a comparison of idtaws in the first place means that
the US and the U#tre following really similar trends in terms of how the administration of elections
going. | think that if the US hadn't héis history of voter ID laws that are discriminatigginst

people, then the Ulgrobably wouldn't have implemented those laws themselves. Kihéhk realizing
that andworking on that path going forwand reminding me again and again how important it's to get
that comparative perspective, because the issues that waeeing withelections definitely don't
happen in a vacuum.

John Boccacino:

Now I'm glad you mentioned perspective because | do want to give you a chatatie about just your
perspectiveon how fortunate youeel to be where you are thanks tulbright. How surreal is it to wake
up and realize that you'rever at the University of Manchester and you're really living out your dreams
from the research perspective?

Gretchen Coleman:

Just so much gratitude every day. | thitlksometimes hard to process. It's like, "Wow, | actually really
am here and have this opportunity.” Even in #neeryday things, like that | am fortunate to have my
tuition covered and a living stipend so | acaally focus omesearch and focus on getting to know people
in the UKand the things I'm really passionate about with the luxurjust having time to thinlabout big
research questions antg travel and exploreThat's something that | will never taker granted because
it is really just so meaningful.

And in terms of somef the specific opportunities that Fulbright provides and just beintat situation

to go pursue whatever you'rgassionate about, got to go on a random impromptu private tour of the
House of Lords when | was at a democracy conferantendon. Andhe whole time it was like, "Why

am | here?" The concept of the House of Lords was something thadbstillfully understand and that
| was getting shown around laylord who was really passionate about election reform amad agreeing
to meet with activists in the electioreform space. That was bogglit@think about.

John Boccacino:

That's so cool to heaAnd again]'m glad you're taking advantage of all the opportunities that are
afforded to you as part of this programdow, speaking of opportunities, you mentioned that you're
from lllinois andyou already got youinachelor's degree from Syracuse amali're working on your
master's as well. What drew you to Syracus¢he first place?

Gretchen Coleman:

Page 8 of 1(



Part of it was just that my college advisor at my teghool in lllinois said he knew some women... The
Syracuse admissions office was like, "l thiokishould apply thereThey have good politicakcience
program.” So | wanted to go to school on the East Coasttatts why | applied. But theafter |

applied, | got invited t@apply for the Coronat Scholarshighich is a fultuition merit scholarshigor the
Collegeof Artsand Sciences. Artiroughthat applicationprocess, they flew us ouback in the dayl

think now they do the interviews odoom, but theyflew us tocampus to go intervievand tomeet

other prospective Coronats and to get to know Syracuse. And from there, | just totally fell in love with
the schoolandthe people that | met during that week are still somenof closest friendgoday. So that
was definitely a perk with it, and | just really saw how many opportunities this school has. And so when |
was fortunate enough to get th€oronat Scholarship, that definitely sealed it, anddésn one of the
most incredible opportunities.

John Boccacino:

And youdefinitely took advantagef the great student opportunities as welt Syracusehoth being a
student researcimentor with SOURCE armd course gettingnvolved with CFSA, whi¢tknow we

talked about before, the Center for Fellowslasipd Scholarship Advisin@an you share a little bit about
both of thoseexperiences, both with CFSA s8@URCIHEpw they've really molded youto the
researcher and the scholar that yave today?

Gretchen Coleman:

Sol'll start with CFSA because | got to got involved with them earlier icatfgge experienceso they
basically want to go find Syracuse studentw are potentiallygood candidate$or the National and
Competitive Scholarship and FellowshAyards and then worlvith them to want to apply for the
awards, but also tportray or figure out what the common thread is their life that has prepared them
to go be competitive for these awards. And so | stasexntking with Jolynn from the Centéor
Fellowshipand Scholarship Advising my freshmgear justto learn more what the office provided and
all of that. And she gavene really helpful tip§rom the beginningf just, "You might want to be more
involved in this way or keep these opportunities in mind further on down the road."

And so eaclof the scholarships that | applied fendedup really impacting me really profound ways.

| think even especially the ones that didn't end up going anywhere in terms of the scholarship itself.
applied for one fellowshipy sophomore year that wasssentially you had to go propose ialea of a
change that you wanted to make in your community, and then, essentially if you got the fellowship,
you'd spend the summer being able to implement that with all this supervisiomamorship and
things like that. Ended up not getting the fellowship, but the idea that | pittbédem was some kind
of youth voting initiative to engage more young peopléha political process. And | endeg doing

that on my ownSol realized | hadhis great idea t@o tryto get moreyoung people to vote antb give
them the informationand resources they nedd vote inlllinois.

And then | spent the next twgears really involved in this new initiative, Ballot Z that | created.|And
definitely wouldn't have done that without having done that applicatiénd then from there| think as



It's great to hear how thg@urney gets from the past stateghere we argoday to connect the dotand
| can't wait tosee what you're abléo turn around with this research, again, from the great program,
the Fulbright Postgraduate Award program. You're a recipient for this year stualyéngt the
Universityof Manchester, working oher master'program.Sheis Gretchen Colemahknow she's
going to dogreat work with this linef researchhere. And it's all thanks to again, SyracUsgversity
and the Fulbright Postgraduate Program.

Gretchen, thankoufor making the time to stop by and give us some insights into a world that we really
haven't covered here othe podcast. It's really been eye-opening and | hopehaeenothing but the
best ofluck with your research movirfgrward.

Gretchen Coleman:
Thank you so much for having naad thank you for giving the opportunity to share.

John Boccacino:

Thanks for checking out the latest installment of the —Cuse Conversations Podcast. My name is John
Boccacino, signing off for theCusgonversations Podcast.
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