


It really appealed to me because we have our weekly meetings on Wednesday morning, our chaplain's 
council meetings, and sometimes we joke with that and say, we would like to just take this and put 
outside in the world. It's really the world in a small room, and being surrounded by people of different 
backgrounds is really a blessing. It certainly was one of the things that attracted me to come here. 

John Boccacino: 

When it comes to serving as our imam, what exactly was it about this community, and specifically what 
did you think you could offer up to our Muslim students here on campus who were looking to either 
continue their faith life or maybe to rediscover reconnect with their heritage and their faith? 

Amir ���������3�, 

Well, faith is integral part in the holistic development of many college students, as it helps them form as a 
whole person and keeping in mind that Islam is supposed to be a way of life and guide our decisions, 
words, and actions. For many students, it is the most salient identity or integral part of their identity 
formation and character development. So in particular, one part of Islam called ishan encourages 
excellence, excellence in everything we do. Being it in worship, academic or professional life or in our 
relationships with others. 

Amir ���������3�, 

So being in a position to facilitate or remind our students about that and motivate them to utilize that 
really feels good. Because if applied properly, this part of faith contributes to students thriving in all 
aspects of their lives, including their academic excellence and success. Then keeping in mind that these 
students will go and make impact around the world, it really then hits home because you know are being 
part of something bigger. 

John Boccacino: 

Yeah. When the student makes that connection from a worship service with you or an encounter with you 
leading, again as the imam here at Syracuse, for you as a spiritual leader, how satisfying is that when that 
connection happens? 

Amir ���������3�, 

Well, simply put, it is a manual for life. If you make that connection, you feel it is guiding you in your 
life. So at the outside, it helps develop a structure of my day, of my week, even if you want, month or a 
year, because having practices like five daily prayers spread throughout the day from down to sunset 
really helps you stay organized knowing that Jumu'ah, or Friday service, happens on Friday, and then 
having Ramadan once a year or taking part of your wealth once a year and giving it and contributing to 
social welfare. So really helps become more successful and have more self-discipline and better 
organization in your life. So that provides that satisfaction and helps with success in many other aspects 
of my life. 

Amir ���������3�, 

Inwardly, my faith helps me find that inner satisfaction, peach, tranquility, and empathy that all help with 
character development and traits like kindness, patience, truthfulness, compassion, trustworthiness, 
generosity. So it is also a reminder that I don't fully belong to this world and that a part of me, my soul 
that is invisible, plays a crucial role in my happiness or my sadness, my satisfaction or dissatisfaction. 
Thus I need to nourish that heavily part of who I am, like I invest and nourish my body with food on 
daily basis. 

Page 2 of 10 



Amir ���������3�, 

So in short, I wouldn't be who I am without faith, and I feel that without faith I wouldn't be able to find a 
purpose in this life. With faith, I am on the receiving end of timeless and divine wisdom that really 
broadens my horizons beyond this temporarily world and interests. Then in return, my faith motivates me 
to be a better citizen of this world, because I have a role to play. I have a role to play in it, and that role is 
not just about me, but around those around me as well. 

John Boccacino: 

Do you recall when exactly you realized that there was a calling for this line of work you were drawn to 
being a faith leader? 

Amir ���������3�, 

It goes back to my childhood. So I give all credits for that to my grandfather who had that wisdom to ask 
me to do call to pray and then to lead prayer for our family during the month of Ramadan. So as a child, it 
was a huge deal for me. So he would appoint me to do that. Now thinking about that, I don't know how I 
was brave enough and able to do that, but I accepted that responsibility and then it developed love in my 
heart towards this calling. I started sharing that and saying, I'm going to be an imam. My family thought I 
would change my mind, but I never did. So my educational route was really following that, and here I am. 

John Boccacino: 

How do you go about building up that faith with the students who are coming to worship at Hendricks? 

Amir ���������3�, 

Well, it's really connecting with them first on that level of being equal human being. So we are equal in 
that sense. So yes, I have responsibility and a role to play, but in the same time, I am another human 
being. I'm also a graduate student, and I am just a follower of this faith and trying to perfect and be better 
myself. So if you break it down that way, then it's really easier to connect with students as well who may 
be searching or who are always questioning, am I good enough, what can I do better, or should I do this or 
that? 

Amir ���������3�, 

So being able to critically think and ask questions and have that room for exploration is really critical and 
important, and I am type of person that give that space. So I am trying to listen and I prefer listening over 
talking. I prefer learning over educating and I prefer actions over words. So being that way really helps 
me hear where students are coming from and what their expectations are and to meet them where they are 
on their journey and then we journey together. So I accompany them on their journey and we journey 
together in whatever direction we should go. 

John Boccacino: 

In your estimation, what are the core tenants that define Islam? 

Amir ���������3�, 

There are three main aspects that I usually, when I'm asked this question, that I usually cover. One is that 
practical aspect of Islam, which is often defined as five pillars of Islam. So it is testimony of faith, five 
daily prayers, fasting in the month of Ramadan, and then giving zakat, or almsgiving, and then pilgrimage 
once in your life if you're able to do that. So it is something that is tangible people can see and that is for 
them, but it's not all about that. 
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Before we get to your role with Maxwell as a researcher, as an educator, you have some pretty 
groundbreaking research on the Muslim student experiences in higher education here in America. Can 
you explain a little bit at the foundation of that research and how it's being practiced here at Syracuse? 

Amir ���������3�, 

Well, being in the role of Muslim chaplain of college campus last seven years motivated me to think in 
this direction as I felt that having more research on Muslim students would really help me do my job 
better. I often struggle to provide enough data when advocating for needs of Muslim students and Muslim 
community, and sometimes struggle how to translate those specific needs into academic language that 
would resonate and align with broader campus discourse. 

Amir ���������3�, 

So while there is a broad body of literature that focuses on minority groups, there are many gaps in 
research when it comes to Muslim student experiences in higher education. Some of these gaps are 
around that diversity within Muslim communities that is often overlooked. Some of that is around lived 
experiences of minority groups among Muslims and dynamics within Muslim student groups on college 
campuses, and then intersectionality of different identities. 

Amir ���������3�, 

So I recognize that this is not an easy task, and I am still in phase of juggling that ball and really seeing 
what would be best contribution. I hope that my work will contribute to the existing literature and help me 
and others involved in shaping that student experience, do a better job in serving and accommodating a 
growing number of Muslim college students in America. 

John Boccacino: 

When you look back on the role here at Hendricks, what are some specific ways you feel in the seven plus 
years you've been here that you've been able to embrace the leadership role of enhancing that student 
experience for the Muslim students here on campus? 

Amir ���������3�, 

Well, for many students, Muslim campus community is home away from home, because we have students 
from all over the world and then from most states in America. So that community plays an integral part in 
their college experience, and because of that, my focus always was on developing a vibrant community 
where students feel supported and understood. So having such community contributes to a sense of 
belonging, but also confidence to be your whole self without any part of you being neglected. 

Amir ���������3�, 

This is different from just congregating or coming to do a prayer together, and that's why it requires full 
presence. It requires consistency in programming, care for each member of the community, and then 
support from our campus partners. Then need of college students are specific and often go beyond the 
programming of local congregations. So having a strong support system on campus, while building 
relationships and collaborating with local congregations, I recognize to be the one of best approaches 
toward improving that Muslim student experience. In that way, students feel supported on and off campus 
and then they can count on multiple resources. 

Amir ���������3�, 
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Amir ���������3�, 

It takes time, but starting with one friend, starting in your little friend circles, starting in bigger circles 
where we are in our communities, so it really adds up when it comes to deepening that understanding. 
Again, the key is that we never should forget. We are just human beings and let's start there, and then we 
will build on that. Rather than starting, okay, I'm this and you are that. No, we are human beings, and let's 
have that civic conversation about that and then see how we can use what we have in our toolbox to make 
our relationship better. 

John Boccacino: 

When it comes to those faith traditions that you mentioned earlier, the holy month of Ramadan is upon 
us. For our audience who is not of the faith, how could you describe the significance of Ramadan, both to 
Muslims and to our campus community, and what do you think we can expect for our students, faculty, 
and staff over the course of the next month of Ramadan? 

Amir ���������3�, 

Yeah, so it is around the corner, as you said, and the first full day of Ramadan is on Monday, March 11th. 
So Ramadan is ninth month of Islamic calendar. It's usually known as the month of the Quran, as the 
revelation of the Quran started in Ramadan 14th centuries ago. As the month of fasting, it's known as 
amount of fasting as well. Since Muslims observing Ramadan abstain from food, drink, and more desires 
from dawn to sunset 29 or 30 days. 

Amir ���������3�, 

Among objectives of Ramadan are increasing gut consciousness, self-awareness, and empathy through a 
consistent discipline of fasting and practices that elevate one's spirituality. So as a result, most observing 



You have heard a masterclass from Imam Amir ���������3 on why Hendricks Chapel is really the spiritual 
heart of Syracuse University, and especially for the many Muslim students, faculty, and staff here on 
campus. Amir, I can't thank you enough. This has been a powerful, impactful conversation. It's been 
insightful, and I really thank you so much for making the time today. 

Amir ���������3�, 

Well, thank you for having me. It's my pleasure. 

John Boccacino: 

Thanks for checking out the latest installment of the 'Cuse Conversations podcast. My name is John 
Boccacino, signing off for the 'Cuse Conversations podcast. 
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